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My favorite

What are these noteworthy Filipinos and celebrities
reading? Take a peek into their bookshelves.

MR. JOHN
GOKONGWEI

Chairman
Emeritus, JG
Summit Holdings
Inc.

My favorite book?
It's Gone with the
Wind by Margaret
Mitchell. | read it when | was 15 years
old, and I finished itin two days in a batel
traveling to Lucena to do buy-and-sell. It
was the first book | ever read that wasn't
school-related.

MYRZA
SISON
Editor-in-Chief,
Cosmopolitan
Philippines

| love The Art of
Worldly Wisdom: A
Pocket Oracle by
Balthasar Gracian. This book was written
300 years ago, but it’s still so applicable
to today’s world. It contains 300 maxims
on life. My favorites are #74 (“Don't be
unfriendly...this is the vice of those who
lack self-knowledge”), and #273 (“Under-
stand the characters of the people you
deal with...to penetrate their intentions”).
It's Machiavellian, but with scruples.

GABE
MERCADO
Actor and
comedian

| am a huge Tony
Perez fan. | got
hooked when | read
his Cubao series. |
have never read any
otherauthor in any language whose char-
acters are as alive and as real as Tony
Perez's. Some people actually believe

that he actually gets possessed by his
own characters as he writes about them.
Two of my most precious possessions are
the original handwritten manuscripts of
Sierra Lakes and Basted—which Tony
sold to me at one of his book launches

years ago.

MARK MEILY

Award-winning
writer and director
of Crying Ladies

| love reading. |
have so many
favorite books, but
my first fave book is
Moon and Sixpence by William Somer-
set Maugham. | read the book when |
was at a crossroads: Whether | should
shift courses from pre-med to fine arts. It
was an epiphany book.

AGA
MUHLACH
Award-winning
actor

Iwant to inculcate
the habit of reading
in my own kids.
Though the twins
are still young, Charlene and | have al-
ready started reading them storybooks.
For a recent storytelling session | had with
some public school kids, | chose the book
Klasmeyt, written by Centeno San Miguel
and illustrated by Paul Eric Roca. It pro-
motes good conduct and relations
among children. | thought it was a story
that school kids could relate to; it's all
about how Leonor, Claro and their class-
mates stood up against Rigor, the class
bully. This delightful tale ends with a sur-
prising twist and a lesson or two on
friendship and fighting for what is right.
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